Possible destinations: 
• Leader of the Islamic Republic, H.E. Ayatollah Sayed Ali Khamenei, Fax: + 98 21 441 2030, Email: info_leader@leader.ir; Twitter: @khamenei_ir
• President Hassan Rouhani, Islamic Republic of Iran, Fax: + 98 21 644 54811; Email: media@rouhani.ir; Twitter: @HassanRouhani (English) and @Rouhani_ir (Persian).
• Head of the Judiciary, H.E. Ayatollah Sadeq Larijani, Islamic Republic of Iran, Fax: +98 21 879 6671 / +98 21 3 311 6567, Email: info@dadiran.ir / info@dadgostary-tehran.ir / info@bia-judiciary.ir
• Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mohammad Javad Zarif, Islamic Republic of Iran, Fax: +98-21-66743149; matbuat@mfa.gov.ir
• Secretary General, High Council for Human Rights, Mr. Mohammed Javad Larijani, Islamic Republic of Iran. Email: info@humanrights-iran.ir
• H.E. Mr. Javad Amin-Mansour, Ambassador, Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations in Geneva, Switzerland, Fax: +41 22 7330203, Email: mission.iran@ties.itu.int
• H.E. Mr. Peiman Seadat, Ambassador, Embassy of Iran in Brussels, Belgium, Fax: + 32 2 762 39 15. Email: secreteriat@iranembassy.be


	Dear  Mr.  ________

	The European Democratic Lawyers Association is an organization made by several lawyers associations from different European countries. Within our association we have the Commission of Defense of the Defense, whose aim is to observe and denounce situations anywhere in the world where lawyers may be threatened, harrassed or attacked, or anyhow constrained, in the exercise of their proffession.
	In last years we hace contacted this (embassy, council, etc) several times in order to express our concerns about the detentions, imprisonments and other limitations in the exercise of the proffession of our colleagues in Iran.
	Now, we would like to express news concerns, as well as our deeply condemn, about the recent sentence passed which condemns our colleague Nasrin Sotoudeh, a prestigious human rights lawyers and Euopean Union Sakharov laureate in 2012. She has also been awarded the Ludovic Trarieux human rights Price  in 2018 as well as the Spanish Bars General Council human rights Price in 2010.
	Our colleague was arrested at her house on june the 13th 2018 and incarcerated in Evin’s prison, where she remains incomunidado since then.
	Three days ago, on march the 11th 2019, Judge Mohammed Moghisegh, president of Section 28 of Teheran’s Revolutionary Court, stated to the press agency Isna that Mrs. Nasrin had been sentenced to 7 years of imprisonment for “colliding against the State” and “insulting the Leader”.
	Nevertheless, that very same day, her husband Reza Khandan stated that Mrs. Nasrin had been sentenced for 7 charges to a penalty of 33 years of imprisonment and 148 body lashes. Apparently, this was the information provided by Evin’s Office of Execuction of Sentences to Mrs. Nasrin. We must add to this penalty another 5 years of imprisonment due to another sentence passed by the same Judge Moghisegh.
	Several other sources confirm both sentences of 5 and 7 years imprisonment but state that the procedure where the 33 years and 148 lashes has supposedly been passed is still pending before the Judge.
	In any case, all these sentences are completely inadmisible: they punish facts and conducts which, in any free, democratic country,  constitute mere displays of freedom of expression, demonstration and gathering. It is undoubtful that this sanction is motivated by her firm and exemplary exercise of the right of defense, very specially on defense of Iranian women.
	All her conducts have been limited to attending pacific demonstrations and gatherings, legitímate and even necessary activities in any democratic country.
	These acts of repression only aggravate previous sanctions and harrassments suffered by our colleague in previous years, since she has been arrested, incarcerated, condemned and limited in the exercise of her profession many times before.
	Without any doubts, physical punishments such lashes are forbidden in all Human Rights Conventions.
	Moreover, the trial took place, according to our sources, in the breach of the most basic rights to a fair trial. She was tried without the assistance of a lawyer since she rejected being defended by one of the only 20 lawyers authorized by the State to assist defendants in procedures involving these types of crimes. Needless to remember, the right to be defended by a lawyer of your choice is a right recognised in every international covenant on this topic.
	Furthermore, the United Nations Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers foresee that all signing states must assure that lawyers exercise their proffessional duties without any intimidation, threat or interfence (Principle 16).
      	On the light of the abovementioned, we request you to inform your Government our respectful but solid protests on the situation of our colleague Nasrin Sotoudeh, requesting too her inmediate liberation, the dismissal of all her cases and the active disposition of the Iranian State to guarantee the free exercise of her profesional duties as a lawyer.
    	We would also appreciate you giving more light on the real current judicial situation of Mrs. Nasrin Sotoudeh.
	Looking forward to hear from you son, attentively,



	_______________________________________
	

