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Abstract: The GnigrantOis a category excluded from not only from celebratory concepts such
as transnationalismand cosmopolitanism but also increasingly spokenof as a victim. This
article exposesprejudicesin what is meant by the term and proposesanother vision, in which
less advantaged people are granted ordinary human autonomy.
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Thereisagrowing tendency to victimise poa people, weak people, uneducated
people and migrant people. Thetrend, which began as away of drawing attention to
gpecific forms of violence committed agang women, has now become away of
describing everyoneon thelower rungsof power. Routindy, suppoters postionthem
asvictimsin order to claim rights for them, but this move also turnsthem into
victims, and victims need hep, need savingN which gives a primary role to
suppoters. Much rhetoric about migration has fallen into this patern: migrants, it
turnsout, are notonly vulnerable to exploitation, a paent truth, but they are QictimsO

The other choice, according to sensationdist media treatments, is crimind. Since
news on migrantsis reported only when disasters befal them, or when they are caught
in something Gllegd Qthey can only be postioned in oneof these two ways: as past
victims of povaty or conflict in thar home states and present victims of crimind
bands or as criminds who take advantage of such victims. Thevictims need to be
saved, and the crimindsto be punished. This reductionism encourages theidea tha
there is something inhaently dangeousaboutbeing a migrant. Since migrants are
usudly seen as people from the third world, the positioning of so many of them as
victimsN of econorric restructuring if notof crimind agentsN harks back unsettlingly
to the old category of the Matived And since migrants nowadays are so often women,
these ndives are condituted as backward, developmentally less than first-world
women. Thisis mog overt, of course, in GraffickingQdiscourses (for example, in
Barry, 1979 butcan now beheard in general talk about @legd Omigrants.

RatnaKapur shows how this victimising tendency began in the early 1990swith the
project to reveal thewidespread, routine naure of violence agang women:

In the context of law and humanrights, it isinvariably the aljectvictim subjectwho
seelsrights, primarily becatse sheis the one who hashadthe worst happento her.
The victim subjecthasallowed womento speakout about abusesthat have remained
hiddenor invisible in humanrights discourse (Kapur, 2001: 5).

This strategy has led to many benefits for women. The problem is tha the person

designaed avictim tendsto take on an identity as victim thet reduces her to being
seen as a passive receptacle and @ncourages some feminists in theinternaiond arena
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to propo strategies which are reminiscent of imperial interventionsin thelives of
the native subjectQ(Kapur, 2001 6).

The category Gnigrant® awkward and ambiguousto begin with, becomes more so
when it isvictimised. In this article, | want to look at what we think we mean when
we call someonea migrant, and then suggest tha there are both class and pogcolonia
anadyses to be made of this condructed identity and the passivity assigned to it. To do
this, | will call on my own research with migrating people in variousparts of the
world. What | recountis widdy known, but not often induded in formal studies of
migrations

Conventional travellers

On the surface, there seem to bepaently different kindsof travellers: tourists, people
whose work involves travel, refugess and migrants. Tourists are generally defined as
people with time and money to spend on leisure activities who take a trip somewhere
to doit: they are Gravelling for pleasureO Tourism is defined by an absence (work),
and tourists are bdieved to have left thar jobsbehind to indulge conioudy in not
working. In theliterature, thetourist is someonefrom the North (thetourism of
Southernersisinvisible). Some people oppo a status of Graveller(to that of tourist,
saying their tripsare unplanned, open-ended, longer and more appreciative of the Qeal
cultureCof a place. nteracting with the cultureGisthe god for many of these, and this
interaction mog likely comes aboutthroughgetting ajob. @VorkingQloes notexclude
pleasure, then, for first-world subjects.

People who travel in the course of carrying out thar jobsare at first glance also
clearly identifiable. Whether sent ontrips by companies or undetaking them onther
own, busnesstravellers are obliged to beontheroad. Thar tripsmay belongor
short, involve familiarity with the culture visited and thelocal languaye or notand
require sodability or not, butthey have in common tha thisis not suppo®d to be
@eisure timeO But is this true? Many busnesspeople also engagein tourism duting
their trips usng thar @xpense accounsCto entertain clients, much of this money
going to siteswhere tourists a'so go (theetres, cabarets, sex or gambling clubs
restaurants, bars, boa trips sports events). Thetrips taken to attend conferences, do
field work or provide conaultationsby academics, @evel opmentOand technical
congultants, missionaies and soda-sector personnéd aso feature tourism. Sports
professionds, singa's, mugcians actors, salespeople, sailors, soldiers, airlineand
train personnd, commercia fishermen, farm-workers, long-distance truck drivers and
avariety of othestravel as pat of thar professons Moden explorers search for oll,
minerals, endangered species of animals and plants and GogCarchaeological artefacts.
Many of these people spend alongtime away from home, and their work lifeis
punduated by leisure and tourist activities. Some of these people have homes or
(ome basesOin more than oneplace. Students who take years abroad or travel to do
field work are combining tourism and work. Themain god of avoyagefor religious
pilgrimsis notwork, butthey may work and engage in tourist activities ontheway to
and fromthe pilgrimage. And then there are nomadswhos< traditiond way of ganing
alivelihoodindudes mobility.
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Thedichotomy working traveller/work-free traveller is misleading, and many forms
of travel have aspects of both. So what makes a @nigrantOdifferent?

This other kind of traveller

Some people distinguish between all the abovetypes and @nigrantsQ on the grounds
that thelatter Gettled According to this distinction, migrants movefrom ther home to
make another onein someoneelse@ country. They are not postioned as travellers or
tournists, since they arelooking not only to spend money butearn it. Theword migrant
isnearly aways used abouttheworking class, notaboutmiddle-class professionds
and not aboutpeople fromthefirst-world, even if they aso have left home and moved
to another county. Indead, theword ringsof a subaltern status

Theories of migration have tended to concentrate on wha causes people to moveto
new counties, focusng on structural conditionssuch as recompostion of capital or
globdisation of markets, naiond policies and therationd decisionsof oushold
unitsO Discourses of @ush-pull factorsCet the point of origin and the point of
reception centre on causes such as wage differentias between counties, loss of land
or crop failure, recruitment by employers abroad, family reunification projects,
favourable immigration policy, flightfromviolence, persecution and armed conflict
and the @eminisation of povatyONoneof these conditionsexcludes the others, and
migrationsare obvioudy best thoughtof as having multiple causes, since no single
condition guarantees tha migration will take place.

Tha such factors exist is unaguable, butthey envison human bengsas beng acted
upon leaving little roomfor more subtle issues of desire, aspiration, frugration,
anxiety or amyriad of othe states of the soul. @ush-pull &factoring, which sounds
like something that happensto less-than-@ivilisedCpeople, is nat usudly mentioned
when Euramericans are the migrants; these are more likely to be described as moden
selves searching actively for better stuationsin which to realise thar identities.

We knowthat choice is aways at work, even with the poorest migrants, smply
because everyonedoes not migrate from places having @udhGFactors.

If it weretrue. . . thatthe flow of immigrans and refugeeswassimply a matter of
individuals in searchof better opportunitiesin aricher country, thenthe growing
population and poverty in much of the world would have creaedtruly masive
numbersof poor invadng highly developed countries a greatindiscriminate fl ow of
humanbeings from misery to weath. This hasnot beenthe case. Migrations are
highly selective proceses only certain peaple leaw, and they travel on highly
structuredroutesto their deginations, rather thangravitate blindly toward any rich
country they canerter (Sasen 1999: 2).

Since the media, many gove'nments and numeroussuppoters of migrants tend to talk
as thoughthe proverbia GvalanchesCof migrants were actudly occurring, it seems
important to undescore this point.[1] Even in themod trying situdions there are
people who prefer to remain at home, while other people prefer to leave. Both are
acted uponby world forces, yes, butthey do notlose thar ability to think through
thar options Individud persondities play ther part, differences such as degree of
self-confidence, willingness to take risks and adagptability in theface of change Being
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in astructurally less powerful postionthan people in thefirst world does not mean
tha oneis notmaking decisions and thos decisionsare influenced by a vast
multiplicity of circumstances, indudingindividud desire. Being poa does not make
people poorin spirit.

In the same way, it does not follow tha people who have decided to leave hone,
travel abroad andlook for work, even in themods arduousconditions never have
leisure time, engagein tourist activities or look for pleasure. Combining busness with
pleasure is a concept available to the pooras well astherich, to those with afase
passport aswell asthose with areal one and to those working in stigmatised
occupaionssuch as sex work as well as those doing wha sodeties call @ignified
workO Saying migrants are people exclusvely dedicated to work makes as little sense
as saying busnesstravellers areN it meansrendeing them onedimensiond, less than
human.

A gooddedl of thefault for this redudionism goes to the media overload ontheissue
of howpeople migrate.

The manner of arriving

Until recently, theway people migrated was nota central issuein migration studies.
They were assumed to have gotthe money togehea somehow, taken abus train, boa
or planeand landed somewhere. Until they tried to make money, asked for hep or
presented some kind of sodal problem, they were more or lessinvisible. But nowtha
thefocusis on people getting past barder controls to work in the sex indugry,
guestionsof how people get out of ther own counties are on theagendas of
numerousnaiond and internaiond govenments.

Withouta job offer, work permit and assodated documents, entrance to thefirst world
and many other countiesislegdly ou of thequestion. Entering with atourist visais
therefore a conventiond solution, theidea beingto overstay thetime allotted and
@isappear&from authoritiesGcontrol. But obtaining atourist visa can aso be next to
impossible for citizens of many counties with destinaionsin thefirst world, or may
require longwaiting because of quotas. Or the potential tounst-migrant may indeed be
able to g& avisa but nothave the money to buy tickets and survive while looking for
work. For these and other reasons would-be travellers commonly seek hdp from
intermediary agentsin thetravel process. These intermediaries sell services and
doauments that many travellers cannotafford to buy, so loansare acommon feature
of these trips Those who hdp (in this context selling the service is hdping) are often
family members, old friends tournist acquantances, indgpendent entrepreneurs or any
combindion of these, and they may play aminima part or offer awhole travel
(ackageOwhich linksthem closaly to themigrant at every step of the way.

Services offered for money may indudethe provision of passpotts, visas, changes of
identity, work permits and other doauments; advice on howto lookand act in
interviews with immigration officials (at the border, in airports, ontrainsand buses, in
the street); theloan of money to show uponentrance with atourist visa; pick-up
service at theairport or car trangportation to another city or county or to pre-arranged
lodgings and contact information for potential employers or other intermediaries at
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thedestinaion. These services are not difficult to find in counties where out-travel
has become nomalised over time, andin certain counties, formal-sector travel agents
offer such informal services.

Once in thedestinaion county, travellers continueto need hdp and advice if they are
going to get safe jobswith decent pay and withoutegregiouslabourabuses. They
need contacts who can provide trangport schedules or trangport, addresses of safe
placesto stay, trandation services, information on labourand cultural nomms, medical
references and other, conventiond travel advice. In shott, the creation of an econonic
nichefor outside agentsis a normal development in theinformal econony facilitating
migrations Tha part of this econony turnsto crimind exploitation does not mean the
entire network does, northat theclientele are al its QictimsO

| remember oneday in acafZin the centre of a Caribbean town. While Europeans
were enjoying typical tropical holidays on nearby beaches, everyonein the cafZwas
talking abouthowto get out of the county. A young waiter discreetly chated me up,
soonasking if | could hdp him travel to Europe in exchangefor any kind of services
| liked. Many vacationas who have been in poorcounties have had this experience,
and some will still remember the sympahy they felt, and thedesire to hdp. Some
will, in fact, have hdped with money, ideas or contacts, thusbecoming part of the
informal networks that assist migrations but few of these think of themselves as
QraffickersCor @mugglers® no matter what job amigrant is destined to do.

The processes described involve potential migrantsin a series of risky judgements and
decisions Each step of theway, they mus weigh the story they are being told agang
wha they have heard from returned migrants, friendsabroad and news repotts.
Whether migrants buy a @ull packagelfrom a singe entrepreneur or make a
succession of smaller decisons only onelink in the chan nesdsto bebad in orde for
thingsto go wrong.Obvioudy, thiskind of clandestine market, outsideall regulation,
is not @airGin comparison with wha people expect to enjoy in thefirst world. But the
people who act within it are real, whole people who do not merit being generalised as
QictimsONZstor Rodr guez describes such migrations

It isimportant to understand that autonomous migration means more than
unauthorized(OilegalOYorder crossings: it means acommunity strategy
implemerted, developed, and sustained with the support of institutions, including
formal ones atthe migrartsOpoints of origin and . . . points of dedination. Precisely
becatse core institutions (legal, religious, local governmertal, etc) support this
migratory strategy, undocumerted migrants do not perceive its moral significarceas
deviart. Migrarts may see their auconomous migration asextralegal, but not
necesarily ascriminal (Rodr' guez,1996: 23).

This point demongrates tha the @therQof thevictimN the @rimind M isalso a
misleading notion for describing great numbers of people both travellingand
facilitating travel in these immense worldwide networks.

Thinking about migrancy another way

Granting agency to migrating individuds does not mean denying thevast structural

changes tha push and pull them. On the other hand, granting them autonamy does not
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mean making them over-responsble for situaionslargdy not of thar own making.
Globd, naiond andlocal conditionsintervenein individudsQdecisions alongwith
doses of goodand bad luck. Many situationscome up during a migrationin which
migrants have to choos between doing thingsthe @ightQor legd, way, or doing them
so tha they mightturn outtheway they want. This bringsto mind theconvesation |
had with a Colombian woman throughthe bars of the detention centre where shewas
being hdd in Bangkokafter spending ayear in prison. Her anguish did notderive so
much from her having been in prison as from her own feelingsof guilt because she
had semi-knowingly broken thelaw, allowing afake visato beprepared for her in
order to get into Japan. Her family had hdped her with this, and her resultant conflicts
over love and blame were tormenting her. While this woman had been avictim, she
had a'so made choices and felt responsble, and | would not want to take this ethical
capecity away from her.

Since Manud Castells proposd theidea of a@pace of flowsOfor human movements
in aMework sodety((Castells, 1996) migration scholars have used this metaphorin
variousways. Doreen Massey emphasizes the @ower geometryCof flows:

Differert social groups have distinct relationships to this anyway diff erertiated
moability: some peagple aremore in charge of it thanothers someinitiate flows and
movement, others donOt some are more on the receivi ng-end of it than others some
areeffectvely imprisonedby it (Massey 1994: 149).

Themigration-project congsts of avast complex of forces, fromthenaiond and
globd to themog local, persond and serendipitous (whomonehgppensto meet in a
caf2). How people move, how necessary knowedgemoves toward them, howthey
movethar money and how its value moves them, as well as how they encourage
other migrants to make similar moves: all form pat of these flows. We are
surroundel by images and soundsthat foment thedesire to Gee theworldQand
athoughwe don®have solid proof tha this vision affects thedesire to travel, we all
knowthat it does.

In the classic distinction, migrants Gettled So very many don® though:because they
never (mentally or physcally) relinquish ahous, village, city or culture they are
accugomed to, because they set themselves up to do busness between theold and
new county or because they findit unavoidable or impossible notto leave and go
back. Thelatter possibility by no meanssignifies failure of the migration project,
which may end up taking the shape of repeated use of tourist visas or smply repeated
attemptsto cross theborder illegdly and manage not to get caughtwhile working.
Mog of these people come to feel they have more than oneomeQand tha they live
in both of them.

Living in more than one place

Take thetitles of two texts written aboutthe Dominican diaspora: Between Two
Idands(Grasmudk and Pessar, 1991)and One Country in Two (Guarnizo, 1992. In
this case, alarge number of Dominicansare said to live in both Santo Domingoand
New York City, or live between them, onthe Gridgelthey have built during the past
20 years.
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Famiy arrangemertsin which one or both parerts live in the U.S. with none or some
of their children, while their other childrenlive on theisland, are frequert. Although
having more than one household in two differert countriesmight be a source of
emaional stress and ecanomic hardship, it also arms family members with special
skills to dealwith uncertainty and adverdty. They becane more sophisticatedthan
nonmigrart people in deaing with arapdly globalising world. (Guarrizo, 1992:77)

These arrangaments may derive from enomousinjudices committed agang a people
in the past but be expressed as great strengths Take the case of the West Indian isand
of Nevis

The global quality of Weg Indian culture is seento be relatedto the circumstancesof
slavery and colonialism which sought to suppress and make invisible the Afro-
Caribbeancommunity within theisland society. For this rea®n the Afro-Caribbean
peaple employedcolonial institutions, to which they gained acess, asframeworks
within whichto formalize and display a culture which they saw astheir own. After
emarcipation these frameworks increasngly derived from migration deginationsin
the Wed Indies North Americaand Britain, wherewaged employmert wasavailale.
In the course of these historical procesesa global culture emerged which was
charecterizedby its ahility to cultivate and promote alocally developed system of
valuesand practicesthrough the appropriation of extemal cultural forms (Fog Olwig,
1993)

Karen Fog Olwig@study is called Global Culture, Island Identity, again
demondrating the ®othnessOof many peoplesCsense of home. These conaepts, so
common to studies of diaspora and hybiidity, are so far not recognised widdy in
studies of migrationsin general, which makes me ask whether we think diasporais
something more profoundor complex than mere migration, and why. Diasporas
began, after al, with ordinary migrants, @ushedGor Gulledbby GactorsO

Cogmopolitanism should give usanothe way to podtion migrants, but UIf Hanne'z,
in another classificatory exercise, said:

Most ordinary labour migrarts are not cosmopolitars either. For them going away
may be, idealy, home plus higher income; oftenthe involvement with another culture
isnot afringe berefit but anecesary cost, to be kept aslow aspossible (Hamerz,
1990: 243).

How in theworld does Hannaz know this? 1t patently not true of many, many
migrants, and anywayN at what point does a person stop being amigrant and become
something else? Hannaz fixes migrant identity in an early stage, that of ant leaving,
self-protection and wariness toward the new. We can be thankful tha mog migrants,
especidly younge ones, do notremain in this stage for long, and they may jus as
well go onto be cosnopolitansas anything else.

Algandro Portes et al have proposd anew sodal field to becalled Transaiondism,
composd of

agrowing number of persons who live dual lives speaking two languages having
homesin two countries and making a living through continuous regular contact
acress national borders. Activitieswithin the trarsnational field comprise awhole
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gamut of ecanomic, political and social initiativesN ranging from informal import-
export business, to the rise of aclass of binational professionals, to the campaigns of
home country politicians amang their expatriates(Portes etal, 1999: 217-8).

Defining a field meansthe authors have to ddimit the phenomenainvolved, to avoid
theterm@ @puriousextenson to every aspect of reality, a common experience when a
paticular concept becomes populbrd(219) Fromthe quoted text, it would appesr that
trannaionds are middle class, but| see no need for this. Delimitationis not my
project, however.

Beyond labelling

| opened this piece with a complaint: tha (unconscious victimisation is thegrowing
modusope andi of people speaking on behdf of migrants. Obvioudy, those who
work in victimsOservices meet only victims, and aslongas they spesk on behdf of
those paticular people thereis no problem. But the tendency iswider, and it is not
solved by trying to distinguish precisely between a @muggledfpersonand a
GraffickedGone Possible abuses committed by facilitators of migration know no
boundaies; they may hgppen to men as well as women and to those working in
sweatshops as well asin private houss.

| suggest tha we re-confirm theidea of agency for migrants, with theemphasisonthe
process they are going through.Althoughsome migrants may experience a (sad)
feeling of bang permanently uprooted, many othe's do not, and the whole theory of
sodal Ontegration®f migrants dependson their desires and abilities to adapt,
assimilate and lose nottheir own identities butther identification with migrancy. At
best, GnigrantOrefers to a stage of life.

| also suggest that researchers and suppoters condder the GransnaiondGes away to
undestand many migrantsOcusoms, induding those that have caused polemic
(GacrificeGof animals, wearing headscarves and so on). Perhgps| don®use the term
in a carefully ddimiting fashion, butit seems to me tha many indvidud migrants
evolve transaiond ways of living tha show creative adgptation and strength:
looking for ways out of bad situaions trying to maintain something of the past while
opeaning to thefuture.

Notes

[1] Accordingto thedirector of the externa relations department and senior regional
adviser for Europe a the International Organization for Migration: @rhe 150million
migrants estimated to bein the world today make up only 2.5 percent of theworld®
popuationd(Schatzer, 2007).
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